Artist’s Statement 1984.  Birgitte HANSEN          COPYRIGHT 
In order to begin the Trade Union Banner Project it was Necessary for me to visit the relevant work sites with Trade union delegates to document representative skills and jobs. I have lived in Newcastle under the shadow of heavy industry for eight years ,but this was the first time I actually been inside these works sites.

As an artist I found the contrast of people and machinery fascinating. I was a pseudo welder at the State dockyards, and also visited the top of Eraring Power Station and Its underground basins. Visited but not allowed in to photograph the new controversial Tomago Aluminium Smelter with its high technology futuristic factory, a futuristic factory, a surreal image in the middle of the Australian landscape: I was delighted by the children of Carrington Primary School, their posing and fascination with the camera. The determination and loving kids from Newcastle Special School in their bright environment with an eagerness to demonstrate their skills. \My photographer Melody Perrin Cruickshank and I had an adventure riding to work sites on my 250cc, motor bike. We had plumbers posing, exposing limbs, lying, sitting, and standing with the ever handy wrench in hand to the encores of their workmates - who were giving them a hard time.

To negotiate with twenty seven union delegates during a district meeting of Metal workers about the design of a banner, a strong sense of humour and adventure is essential. Three such meetings and one studio revision later, consensus was reached. The welder was too specialized, there were too many women, and I’d left out a shipwright! The machinery was incorrect, and where did I finally put that moulder’s trowel?

My personal perceptions of the aspects of each union were the foundation of the designs: a constructive outdoor quality for the plumbers: the tradition of nobility, the classroom and an apple for the teachers; the sense of metal, heat. Power and skills for the metal workers; the overall aspect of a service industry and acknowledgement of older traditional union banners for the Miscellaneous Workers. Since I wanted the Unemployed Banner to be a contrast to the activity and strong identity of people at work, I tried to create a sense of alienation, isolation and futility for the unemployed people painted on this banner. 

The banners are to be hung in the relevant union office’ (their size was determined by the wall space available) ps. And getting through doorways. And will be used for May Day Marches’ demonstrations and conferences by the relevant unions. 

Artists’ method of work
· I obtained a list of job descriptions for the majority of workers in each unionand had a discussion of broad concerns.

· Union organisers’ co-ordinated visits to work sites for photographs. E.g. (at the State dockyards the blacksmith started up his forge and demonstrated old skills, that haven’t been used there for ten years).

· Next I designed an abstract concept, using different geometrical formulas – one point perspective for the “Teachers’ banner; Rembrandts “swirling squares” formula for the metal workers; triangles and the “Golden Mean” for the plumbers.

· I chose the models from photographic proof sheets and complete the drawings.

· The Unions discuss the drawing with me and we agree on any changes.

The banners were then painted. The finished banners were restrung by George Sewell.

Catalogue of works.

Banners 
Amalgamated metals. Foundry and Shipwrights’ Union 

Solver Scenic acrylic paint on canvas (Post script. I would not use this paint again; it cracks and is too temperamental for practical use. Any artist’s quality acrylic paint is good.)
198. X 97.0 cm (outside edge of frame) ps must be able to go through standard door
Signed; l,r,h. “Banner /painter/Birgitte Hansen. 1983.c
On loan from the Newcastle District Committee – Amalgamated metals. Foundry and Shipwrights’ Union sub-committee; Steve Crockford, Mary McGill, Carl Mundy.
Models from left to right: Charlie Fisher, State dockyards; Jack Hughes; Kenny Williams, Shipwright; Mary McGill, Wormald I international ; Christine Snipe, Wormald's international.
Work sites visited; State dockyards, Goninan & Co, Wormalds International

Federated Miscellaneous Workers’ Union of Australia N.S.W. branch

Solver Scenic acrylic paint on canvas

198. x 297cm (outside edge of frame)

Signed; l,r,h. “Banner /painter/Birgitte Hansen. 1983.c

On loan from the Federated Miscellaneous Workers’ Union of Australia N.S.W. branch Union 

Union sub-committee: Secretary Athol Cowley, Organiser – Eve Bennett

Models from left to right: Wal Perry – Waterfront Watchmen; Molly Wilson – School Cleaner.
Central Location: Newcastle Hospital. Newcastle beach looking towards Newcastle east.

N.S.W. Teachers Federation Union

Solver Scenic acrylic paint on canvas

280.0 x 180.0 cm (outside edge of frame)

Signed; l,r,h. “Banner /painter/Birgitte Hansen. 1983.c

On loan from the N.S.W. Teachers’ Federation  Newcastle Office.

Union Sub- committee ; Adrian Lewis, Barry Johnson, Janet Maclean, Margaret Thomas’

Main Models; Helen Lacy, Cardiff High; Keith Parsons, Lambton High .

Areas of education and sites visited; Early childhood and Primary, Carrington Public School. Merewether High Secondary School; Newcastle Technical CollageT.A.F.E; Newcastle Collage of Advance Education; Special Education, Newcastle S,S,P

Plumbers And Gasfitters employees’ Union of Australia Trade Union

Solver Scenic acrylic paint on canvas

230 x 244 cm (outside edge of frame)

Signed; lower centre  “Banner /painter/Birgitte Hansen. 1984.”

On loan from the Plumbers And Gasfitters employees’ Union of Australia Newcastle Branch 

Union Sub-committee ; president Robert Campbell; vice president  - Ian MacFarlane; secretary – Ron Masterson; and special thanks to Joy Masterson 

Models from left, Ross Grey, Eraring Power Station; above Thomas Dumniclisse, Booragul High School; below Jimmy Watson, Cardiff Railway Workshop; Drago Zanky, Eraring Power Station .
Work sites visited Sprinkler pipe fitting, mechanical plumbing - Eraring Power Station, roof plumbing - Eraring Power Station and Tomago Aluminium smelter. Cottage Plumbing  - Booragul High School. Construction Plumbing – Wood Street Technical Collage and Newcastle Courthouse. Railway workshop Plumbing – Cardiff Railway Workshop.

Unemployed Peoples’ Banner

Solver Scenic acrylic paint on canvas

276 x 180.0 cm (outside edge of frame)

Signed; lower centre  “Banner /painter/Birgitte Hansen. 1984.”

On loan from the Workers Cultural Action Committee , Newcastle.
Sub – Committee: Dale Caldwell” Unemployed people’s Union”; Dale Hollingshed “Youth Development Project”, Roslyn Cameron “ Youth Line” 

Models from left to right; Craig, Lisa Taylor; back Harry North; front; Sue Dates; back Len Outram; front Sue Psarris.

Site Nobby’s Beach Photographer Roger Broadbent.
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LGAMATED METALS, FOUNDRY AND SHIPWRIGHTS' UNION
Pencil on paper

45.0 % 69.0 cn (imag

Sianed: 1ir.mr Soreastee Hansen Chawner 1983. ©

on loan from Birgitte Hans

PLUNBERS AND GASPLTTZRS ENPLOYEES! UNION OF AUSTRALIA TRADE UNION
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“B. Hansen 1984."
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PHOTOGRAPHIC DOCUMENTATION -

LGAMATED METALS, FOUNDRY AND SHIPWRIGHTS' UNION
Photographs

Photogzaphs 5y Allan Chavner and Nike Tilett.
loan from Birgitte Ha

ELUNGERS MD GASFITIERS BMPLOYEES' UNION OF AUSTRALIA TRADE UNION
Photographs
81.3 x 63.5 cn
Phitographs by Melody Perzin Cruickshank.
loan from Birgitte Han

S.H. TEACHERS' FEDERATION UNION

Protos raghs

81.3 x 63.

Phuloq(aphs 5 metoay Perrin Cruickshank.
oan from Birgitte Hai
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